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Business in Context 1	
Extra Practice
Modal verbs
1	Do you remember how to use modal verbs?
Match the German translations with the modal verbs in English.

[bookmark: _Hlk98422783]brauchen (Notwendigkeit) können (Bitte)  können/konnten (Fähigkeit/Möglichkeit)  können/konnten, dürfen (Erlaubnis)  könnten/dürfen (höfliche Bitte)  könnten (Möglichkeit)  möglicherweise tun  müssen (Verpflichtung)  nicht dürfen (Verbot)  
nicht müssen, nicht brauchen (freie Wahl)  sollen  sollen (Empfehlung)

	English
	Deutsch
	

	can
	können (Bitte)
	Can I speak to Jan, please?

	could/may
	
	Could you give me her number?
May I have her number, please?

	can/could
	
	I can understand some German.
I can choose from a list of electives.

	can/could
	
	You can / You’re allowed to use your mobile with a microphone while driving.

	must
	
	You must / have to call Sam at once.

	must not
may not
	
	You mustn’t use your mobile in hospitals.

	need to
	
	I need to get his number.

	needn’t
	
	I needn’t / don’t have to charge my mobile very often.

	may
	
	Some people may buy smart refrigerators.

	might/could
	
	Some people might use them.

	should
	
	You should phone Sam before he goes to work.

	ought to
	
	You really ought to study for the test tomorrow.



· Always use modals together with a full verb!

· Note:
I mustn’t go home now = Ich darf jetzt nicht nach Hause gehen ≠ Ich muss jetzt nicht nach Hause gehen. 
Ich muss jetzt nicht nach Hause gehen = I needn’t / don’t have to go home now.




2 Modal verbs: Austrian schools compared to American schools
a) Look at the text in your course book on p. 82 again. Scan the text for modal verbs and the main verbs they refer to. Complete the table.

	modal
	main verb
	line

	can
	move
	14

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



b) Complete the following sentences with phrases from the table above.

1 	You have to observe the dress code at this school: you __________________________ torn jeans or tank tops here. 
2 	The maths teacher is talking too fast. I _____________________________ him.
3 	If I get hungry during lessons, ____________ I ______________ something then? 
4 	How many subjects ____________ we __________________? 
5 	There _____________________________ as many as 75 teachers at this school, but I’m not sure.
6 The school cafeteria is quite good. Each day, we ______________________________ between three or four different meals.



3	Modal verbs mixed: Find the mistakes
Read the dialogue and find the ten mistakes. Correct them.

Chris: 	Lisa, may you please help me with my essay? You are so much better with words than I am!
Lisa: 	I’m really sorry but I ought to help you at the moment. I have to do my maths homework now.
Chris: 	But the homework mustn’t be finished before next Monday. You still have all weekend. You shouldn’t finish it today.
Lisa: 	Yes, I do. Tomorrow evening is the dress rehearsal for our play, and I definitely have to miss that. Plus, I still must practise some of my lines. And on Sunday, there is Sam’s birthday party. Oh, I needn’t forget to buy him a present tomorrow.
Chris: 	You really are busy! Well, my essay isn’t all that urgent. I may not finish it today. Perhaps you should help me next week, then?
Lisa: 	No problem. I may help you next week.



Lösungen
1
	English
	Deutsch

	can
	können (Bitte)

	could/may
	könnten/dürfen (höfliche Bitte)

	can/could
	können/konnten (Fähigkeit/Möglichkeit)

	can/could
	können/konnten, dürfen (Erlaubnis)

	must
	müssen (Verpflichtung)

	must not
may not
	nicht dürfen (Verbot)

	need to
	brauchen (Notwendigkeit)

	needn’t
	nicht müssen, nicht brauchen (freie Wahl)

	may
	möglicherweise tun

	might/could
	könnten (Möglichkeit)

	should
	sollen (Empfehlung)

	ought to
	sollen



2
a)
	modal
	main verb
	line

	can
	move
	14

	may
	eat
	17

	must
	take
	20

	can
	choose
	21

	might
	be
	22

	can
	choose
	23-24

	can’t
	understand
	26

	must
	stand
	27

	mustn’t
	wear
	28

	can
	choose
	30



b)
1 mustn’t wear, 2 can’t understand, 3 may I eat, 4 must we take, 5 might be, 6 can choose

3
Chris: 	Lisa, could you please help me with my essay? You are so much better with words than I am!
Lisa: 	I’m really sorry but I can’t help you at the moment. I have to do my maths homework now.
Chris: 	But the homework doesn’t have to be finished before next Monday. You still have all weekend. You don’t have to/needn’t finish it today.
Lisa: 	Yes, I do. Tomorrow evening is the dress rehearsal for our play, and I definitely can’t/mustn’t miss that. Plus, I still need to practise some of my steps. And on Sunday, there is Sam’s birthday party. Oh, I mustn’t forget to buy him a present tomorrow.
Chris: 	You really are busy! Well, my essay isn’t all that urgent. I needn’t finish it today. Perhaps you could help me next week, then?
Lisa: 	No problem. I can help you next week.
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