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Business in Context 1	
Extra Practice
Present tenses
Do you remember how to use the present tenses?

Present simple

	I
You
We
They
	drink water every day.
don’t drink beer on Mondays.
	

	He
She
It
	drinks water every day.
doesn’t drink beer at all.
	Note:
try  tries
go  goes
watch  watches
kiss  kisses




Present progressive

	I
	am watching the news right now.
	Note:
dance  dancing
stop  stopping
run  running

	You
We
They
	aren’t / are not working at the moment.
	

	He
She
It
	is dancing now.
	



•	You usually don’t use present progressive with the following verbs:

	[bookmark: _Hlk98422783]be  believe  hate  know  like  love 
mean  notice  seem  want  wish






1 Present simple vs. present progressive: when to use which tense
a) Complete the rules for using present simple or present progressive tense with the correct words and phrases from the box.

	everyday actions  fixed plans  happening right now  moment of speaking  timetables 



•	Use present simple tense for ________________________ 1, routines, ______________________ 2 and eternal truths.
•	Use present progressive tense for things that are ___________________________ 3, i.e. at the __________________________ 4; also use it for describing pictures and for ____________________ 5.

b) Match the following expressions with the tense they are typically used with.

	always  at present  at the moment  currently  
every day/week … never  normally  now  often  
 on Mondays/ …  sometimes  usually 



•	Present simple is often used with the following words:
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

•	Present progressive is often used with the following expressions:
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


2 Present tenses: A new pen pal
Read Sean's message to Alex and cross out the incorrect options.

Hi Alex! My name is Sean O’Leary and I live / am living / lives 1 in Dublin, Ireland. I have read your personal profile and I am thinking / thinks / think 2 you and I might become good friends. 
I read in your profile that you are having / have / has 3 a cat – just imagine, so am / is / do 4 I! My cat’s name am / is / be 5 Duffy because she is all black and ‘dubh’ (pronounced almost like ‘duff’) is meaning / mean / means 6 ‘black’ in Irish. I attach / attached / am attaching 7 a picture of Duffy to this message.
And, just like you, I am playing / play / played 8 the trumpet in a band. This week, we are preparing / prepare / prepared 9 for a music competition at the weekend. You can find some of our performances on my Insta account. What do you think? Best, Sean

3 Present simple and present progressive: questions
Write the questions to these answers.

1 Who ____________________________________________________________________?
I am Fiona, one of Sean’s older sisters.

2 ________________________________________________________in the O’Leary family?
We are three girls and two boys.

3_________________________________________________________________________ ?
No, I don’t. I live in London.

4 _________________________________________________________________________?
I’m a student. I’m studying business at the LSE, the London School of Economics.

5 _________________________________________________________________________?
At the moment? Well, right now, I’m getting ready for a girls’ night out!

6 _________________________________________________________________________?
No, I don’t think he is studying at the moment. I just heard him talking on the phone.


4 Present simple and present progressive: negations

a) Complete the answers to these questions. 

1 Do you come from England?
	No, __________________________. I ______________________ from Ireland.
2 Does Sean play many different musical instruments?
	No, __________________________. He just __________________ the trumpets.
3 Do you and your band often practise on Saturday night?
	No, ____ never _____________________ on the weekend. That’s when we go out!
4 Are you leaving tonight?
	No, we ________________________. We ______________________ until Sunday.

b) Complete the sentences with the correct negative form of the verbs in brackets.

Fiona doesn’t_______________ 1 (have) a pet in her tiny room in London, because there simply _______________ 2 (be) enough room. The place is so small, she _______________ 3 (can) even fit a proper desk in her room. “I _________________________ 4 (usually /study) in my room,” she says, “I prefer studying at the library.” She also prefers eating out, but tonight she ______________________ 5 (go out), because she needs to study all night for her exam tomorrow.


Lösungen
1
a) 1 everyday actions, 2 timetables, 3 happening right now, 4 moment of speaking, 5 fixed plans
b) Present simple: always, every day/week …, never, normally, often, on Mondays, sometimes, usually
Present progressive: at present, at the moment, currently, now
2 
(correct options)
1 live, 2 think, 3 have, 4 do, 5 is, 6 means, 7 am attaching, 8 play, 9 are preparing

3
1 Who are you?
2 How many siblings / brothers and sister / girls and boys are there in the O’Leary family?
3 Do you (also) live in Dublin/Ireland?
4 What do you do?
5 What are you doing now/at the moment?
6 Is Sean studying (at the moment)?

4
a) 1 No, I don’t (come from England). I come from Ireland. 2 No, he doesn’t. He just plays the trumpet. 3 No, we never practise on the weekend. 4 No, we aren’t / are not leaving tonight. We are staying until Sunday.
b) 1 doesn’t/does not have, 2 isn’t / is not, 3 can’t/cannot, 4 don’t/do not usually study, 5 isn’t/ is not going out
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