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Business in Context 1	
Extra Practice
Present perfect tense
Do you remember how to use the present perfect tense?

	I
You
We
They
	have never been to Rome.
haven’t done the homework yet.

	He
She
It
	has greatly improved since last year.
hasn’t started yet.



· Form of present perfect tense: have/has + past participle

· Use the present perfect tense to connect past events with the present:
I have followed this exercise programme for several months now.
 I am very fit now.
She has broken her arm.  Her arm is broken now.
I know how the story ends because I’ve already read it.

· But use past tense for finished events in the past with no connection to the present:
She broke her leg two years ago, but today she’s fine.


1 Present perfect simple vs. past simple: when to use which tense
Match the following expressions with the tense they are typically used with.

	already  ever  in 1999/2020/ …  for … hours/ years/ …  
in those days last week/month/Christmas/ … never  recently  since  two days/weeks/ … ago  yesterday  yet 



•	Present perfect tense is often used with the following words:
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

•	Past simple is often used with the following expressions:
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________




2 Present perfect tense: BASE jumping
Complete this interview with Bob Meads, a BASE-jumping trainer, with the correct
present perfect form of the verbs in brackets.

Interviewer: 	How many jumps ___________________________1 (you / do), Bob?
Bob: 	I don’t know exactly, but I think I _______________________ 2 (jump) over 1,000 times.
Interviewer: 	How many people _______________________________3 (you / train) over the
years?
Bob: 		I _______________________ 4 (teach) nearly 100 people to BASE jump,
and people still ask me to help them.
Interviewer: 	__________________________________ 5 (you / ever cancel) a jump because
you were afraid?
Bob: 		No, I ___________________________________ 6 (never back down) from a
jump, but I _________________________ 7 (stop) quite a few of them because the wind was too dangerous.
Interviewer: 	____________________________ 8 (you / ever have) an accident while BASE jumping? 
Bob: 		I ___________________________ 9 (never suffer) a serious injury, fortunately.
Some things _________________________ 10 (go) wrong of course, but 
I _____________________________ 11 (always be) lucky. Careful preparation is the secret to my success.
Interviewer: 	Finally, how __________________________________ 12 (BASE jumping / help)
you in your life?
Bob: 		It _________________________ 13 (give) me the belief that I can do anything if I really want to. And it _________________________ 14 (show) me how to
appreciate all the good things in life.

3 Present perfect tense: for or since
Complete the sentences with for or since.

1 Bob Meads hasn’t done a BASE jump ____________ two weeks.
2 He has been teaching a group of trainees in Mexico _______________ last week.
3 The trainees have been working hard _________________ they arrived at the camp.
4 They haven’t had a day off ______________ ten days.
5 But Bob hasn’t been able to work ______________ yesterday.
6 He’s had a bad cold _____________ a couple of days.



4 Present perfect tense vs. past simple
Complete this newspaper report of an accident using the correct form of the verbs in brackets. Use the simple past or present perfect.

A BASE jumper ____________________ 1 (survive) a 180ft fall yesterday after his parachute
_________________ 2 (spin) round and _______________ 3 (crash) him into a cliff. Eric Robbie, 35, had just leapt off a 3,300ft-high mountain in the Scottish Highlands when strong winds ________________ 4 (blow) him against the mountain.

“I was enjoying the jump when my parachute suddenly ________________ 5 (go) into a spin,” he _______________ 6 (tell) reporters. “I ______________ 7 (be) very, very lucky to survive. I ________________ 8 (try) to grab hold of some rocks, but I was falling much too fast to do that. Then I _____________ 9 (hit) the floor of a gully*. My clothes _______________ 10 (be) ruined, but I only ________________ 11 (hurt) my ankle and wrist.”

His friends, who were watching from the top, __________________ 12 (call) 999 to alert the mountain rescue team straight away.

“This is the first time we ______________________ 13 (be) to a BASE jumping accident,” said
rescue team leader Archie McGill. “He ____________________ 14 (have) a very lucky escape.
I _____________________________ 15 (never see) anything like it.”

“People keep saying I should buy a lottery ticket,” Robbie commented. “But I think I 
___________________________________ 16 (already use) up all my luck for this year.”

BASE jumping ________________________ 17 (become) very popular in Scotland in the last few years. The number of people taking part in the sport _______________________ 18 (rise) sharply since 2010.

* gully Schlucht



Lösungen
1
Present perfect tense: already, ever, for … hours/years/ …., never, recently, since, yet
Past simple: in 1999/2000/ … , in those days, last week/month/Christmas/ … , two days/weeks/ … ago, yesterday

2
1 have you done, 2 ’ve/have jumped, 3 have you trained, 4 ’ve/have taught, 5 Have you ever cancelled, 6 ’ve/have never backed down, 7 ’ve/have stopped, 8 Have you ever had, 9 ’ve/have never suffered, 10 have gone, 11 ’ve/have always been, 12 has BASE jumping helped, 13 has given, 14 has shown

3
1 for, 2 since, 3 since, 4 for, 5 since, 6 for

4
1 survived, 2 spun, 3 crashed, 4 blew, 5 went, 6 told, 7 was, 8 tried, 9 hit, 10 were, 11 hurt, 12 called, 13 have been, 14 has had, 15 have never seen, 16 have already used, 17 has become, 18 has risen
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