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Content-related outcome: 
 

• Students are familiar with the main aspects of 19th and 20th century imperialism. 

• Students understand the reasons and means of imperialistic policies. 

• Students can identify characteristics of colonialism and imperialism. 
• Students can identify current conflicts rooting in imperialism. 

 

Language-related outcome: 

• Students can extract relevant information from a text. 

• Students can interpret cartoons and maps. 

Teacher´s Handout: 
 

Time 
50´ 

Contents Activity type Classroom format Procedure Resources 

10´ Clarifying terminology: 
imperialism and 
colonialism 

Extracting information from 
statements 

 
Identifying commonalities 
and differences 

Groups of four 

Whole class 

Students work with 
definitions of imperialism 
and fill in diagram 
Under teacher guidance a 
discussion follows of what 
imperialism implies and in 
which way it differs from 
colonialism 

12.2.A 

20´ The policy and sphere of 
influence of the main 
imperialistic powers 

Reading the text and 
working with the map to 
answer comprehension 
questions 

Individual or pair work 
 
 

Whole class 

Students read for specific 
information to answer the 
questions 
Comparison in class 

12.2.B 

10´ British imperialism in 
Africa 

Interpreting a cartoon Whole class Teacher and students 
analyse the cartoon and its 
message 

12.2.C 
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10´ The Scramble for Africa Comparing and analysing 
maps 

Pair work 
 
 
 

Whole class 

Students in pair compare 
the maps and gather 
arguments for their points 
of view 
Comparison of arguments in 
class 

12.2.D 

 
 

12.2.A Key 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Control over political and economic life 

Changing and influencing the way people 
live in other, poorer countries 

Acquiring and keeping colonies under 
dependency 

 
Aggressive behaviour 

Extending power 
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12.2.B Task cards 7.2.D 
 

1. Spain, Portugal 

2. Great Britain, France, Germany, Japan, Ottoman Empire, USA, Belgium 

3. Nationalism, sense of mission, gaining control over raw materials and natural resources to meet demands for domestic industry, striving for power, 

4. By aggressive behaviour through superior weapons technology, gaining control over economy, establishing infrastructure, introducing administration, 

by pitting rival tribes against each other 

5. Imprint on school systems of former colonies, language of colonial power still official state language in many former colonies, conflicts among/in states 

due to haphazard boundaries of former colonies 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


