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Business in Context 1	
Extra Practice
Past simple tense
Do you remember how to use the past simple tense?

	
When my sister Lucy was pregnant, her husband Roy lost his job. They didn’t have much money, so Mum said, “Move back in with us.” Lucy persuaded Roy and so they came to live with us.




· Use the past simple tense to talk about actions in the past, usually things that happened at a specific time in the past.

· Regular verbs build the simple past by adding the ending -ed or -d (e.g. persuade  persuaded).

· Watch out for irregular verbs!
(e. g. be  was, say  said, come  came, …).

· Use did not / didn’t  + base form of the verb for negations in the past simple.



1 Past tense simple: irregular verbs
a) Which of the following verbs have irregular past forms? Circle them.

[bookmark: _Hlk98422783]be  believe  buy  come  go  grow up  hate  know  leave  like  love  lose  
mean  meet  move  notice  realize  say  seem  start  teach  tell  want  wish

b) Now write down the past simple forms of the verbs you have circled in a).

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________



2 Past simple tense: questions and answers
a) Complete the answers to these questions in the past simple tense.

1 	“Did she buy those jeans online?” – “No, she ______________ them at the mall.
2 	“How did you go into town? On foot?” – “No, I __________________ by bus”. 
3 	“What time were you at the mall?” – “I ______________ there at 4 p.m., I think.”
4 	“What did you wear at the party last week?” – “Oh, I _________________ my favourite black shirt.”
5 	“Where did you meet your girlfriend?” – “We ____________ at the party last week.”

b)  Bradley bought some clothes yesterday. Use the following prompts to ask him some questions. 

1 	What / buy? 	__________________________________________________________
2 	Where / find?	__________________________________________________________
3 	How much / cost? 	_____________________________________________________
4 	Other good offers? 	_____________________________________________________
5 	How / pay? 	__________________________________________________________

3 Past simple tense: negation
Make these sentences negative.

1 	Vincent and Kieron grew up together.
	________________________________________________________________________
2 	They went to different schools.
	________________________________________________________________________
3 	Their mother gave them both up for adoption.
	________________________________________________________________________
4 	Her aunts helped her to raise the boys.
	________________________________________________________________________
5 	They all went on holiday together.
	________________________________________________________________________



4 Past simple tense: A tale of two friendships
Complete the text with the simple past of the verbs in brackets.

A tale of two friendships
I had two close friends in secondary school. They were both good friends in different ways, but had their weaknesses, as everyone does.
Jim was two years older than me. We ________________ 1 (share) a lot of the same hobbies. Unfortunately, we ______________ 2 (come) to share the same enemies too.
There were some particularly nasty bullies in Jim’s year at school, and I soon ___________________ 3 (attract) their attention when I started hanging around with Jim.
He __________________ 4 (not do) much to protect me. I think that he was relieved not to be the centre of their attention anymore.
Terry was my age, and good fun to be with. He always ________________ 5 (tell) funny stories, and he was friendly with everyone. I think everyone in the school liked Terry –
even the teachers whose lives he often ________________ 6 (make) difficult. 
We _______________ 7 (spend) a lot of good times together. Although he wasn’t able to stop the bullying, he did his best to help me. 
The problem with Terry was that he always _____________ 8 (get) into trouble with authority. He just couldn’t help it. If there was trouble, Terry always _______________ 9 (find) it. He simply had no fear of the consequences!
Terry and Jim ___________________________ 10 (not get along) with each other very well, but they were both my friends.



Lösungen
1
a) be  buy  come  go  grow up  know  leave  lose  mean  meet  say  teach  tell  
b) was/were, bought, came, went, grew up, knew, left, lost, meant, met, said, taught, told

2
a) 1 bought, 2 went, 3 was, 4 wore, 5 met
b) 
1 What did you buy?
2 Where did you find it?
3 How much did it cost?
4 Were there any other good offers?
5 How did you pay?

3
1 Vincent and Kieron didn’t/did not grow up together.
2 They didn’t/did not go to different schools.
3 Their mother didn’t/did not give them both up for adoption.
4 Her aunts didn’t/did not help her to raise the boys.
5 They didn’t/ did not all go on holiday together.

4
1 shared; 2 came; 3 attracted; 4 didn’t do; 5 told; 6 made; 7 spent; 8 got; 9 found; 
10 didn’t get along
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