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Extra Practice
The passive
Do you remember how to use the passive voice?


	form of to be +
	past participle

	The criminal is
	being chased by the police.

	More and more tasks are
	being performed by robots.

	German is
	spoken in Germany, Austria and Switzerland.

	Fake news has been
	shared on social networks.

	The story was
	published yesterday.

	The new edition will be
	printed tomorrow.



· Use the passive to report on facts or procedures in a formal, impersonal way. The passive focusses on the fact (or procedure) itself; who or what causes the action is not so important or even unknown.

· If you want to say who does / what causes the action/fact/procedure, use by:
The first web browser was invented by Tim Berner-Lee.




1 The passive word order
Put the parts of the sentences in the correct order.

1	been / else / This / has / not / published / story / anywhere /.
		
		
2	can / Important / be / elections / influenced / news / fake / by / .
		
		
3	are / deliberately / that / Fake news / stories / are / false / published /.
		
		
4	facts / checked / journalist / story / the / properly / by / of the / were / not / The /.
		
		
5	are / knows that / published / made / even though / the / person / are / writing them / lies / Fake news / that / they are / up /.
		
			
			




2 The passive: tenses
Complete the sentences with the passive form of the verb in brackets. Be careful of the tenses.

1 	The code for the world’s first web browser was written (write) by Sir Tim Berners-Lee in 1990.
2 	Since then, communication and the spread of knowledge __________________________ ______________________ (revolutionize) by the rapid growth of the internet.
3 	Mobile communication has increased rapidly and smartphones ______________________ _________________ (now own) by two-thirds of the world’s total population.
4 	The most popular social media platforms, such as Facebook, _______________________ __________________ (launch) in the mid-2000s and ____________________________ 
	__________________ (regularly use) by half of the world’s population.
5 	YouTube, for example, __________________________________ (only create) in 2005 but _____________________________ (buy) by Google for $1.65 billion in 2006.
6 	The online video content ___________________________________ (can + view) on every kind of mobile device.


3 From active to passive
Rewrite the following sentences in the passive. Only use a by-agent where it is absolutely necessary.

1 	A film production company is currently shooting the final series of Game of Power in Scotland.
The new series of Game of Power is currently being shot in Scotland.

2 	The production crew have already finished several external scenes at Eilean Donan castle.
					

3 	The crew is staging a big battle scene at Glen Coe next week.
			
		

4 	The production company still needs 2,000 extras to complete the two armies.
			
		
5 	A TV station will broadcast the complete series starting in January 2026.
			
		
6 	Henry RR Lewis wrote the Game of Power series of books.
			
		
7 	The publisher Hutchings & Co has sold 3 million copies of the books so far.
			
		
8 	Unfortunately, Henry RR Lewis hasn’t written the final book in the series yet.
			
		
9 	A team of screenwriters is creating the storyline for the end of the series.
			
		




Lösungen
1
1	This story has not been published anywhere else.
2	Important elections can be influenced by fake news.
3	Fake news are false stories that are deliberately published.
4	The facts of the story were not properly checked by the journalist.
5	Fake news are lies that are published even though the person writing them knows that they are made up.

2
2 have been revolutionized; 3 are now owned; 4 were launched; are regularly used / have been regularly used; 5 was only created; was bought; 6 can be viewed

3
1	The new series of Game of Power is currently being shot in Scotland.
2	Several external scenes at Eilean Donan castle have already been finished.
3	A big battle scene is being staged at Glen Coe next week.
4	2,000 extras are still needed to complete the two armies.
5	The complete series will be broadcast starting in January 2023.
6	The Game of Power series of books was written by Henry RR Lewis.
7	12 million copies of the books have been sold so far.
8	Unfortunately, the final book in the series hasn’t been written yet.
9	The storyline for the end of the series is being created (by a team of screenwriters).
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